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DCPS administrators and instructional

leaders gathered for a Leadership 

Retreat this past summer. The program

included development of a shared 

understanding of collaborative

leadership, focusing on “meet, model

and motivate,” and connecting our 

district’s instructional emphasis to the

six influences outlined in the book 

“Collaborative Leadership” by Peter

M. DeWitt.

In recent weeks, the Grapevine has

spotlighted one of those six influences

to ensure that all staff members are

aware of this conversation. My 

presentation focused on the aspect of

observations and feedback. 

Our DCPS Instructional Focus:

Students Cognitively Engaged

in Standards-Based Work

Anthony Sparks shares insights about positive feedback – one of the “Six 

Influences that Matter Most” – during a discussion with district leaders.

Tony’s presentation is available for review HERE. 

Providing feedback, whether it is evaluator to teacher or

teacher to students, is most effective when it is supported

by positive relationships and trust. Specific comments

help communicate objectives and expectations more

clearly and increase the likelihood for continued growth

and success.

As teachers develop goals based upon individual interests,

feedback should be directly related to the successful 

progression toward accomplishment of those goals.

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/SixInf-TS.pdf?id=42887


State (KEHP) Enrollment – Mandatory
n ACTION REQUIRED – You must elect or waive 

coverage.

n Failure to enroll will default you to the LivingWell 
Limited High Deductible Plan.

n User ID was sent in a letter to your home from KEHP.

n Forgot your password? Reset on the KHRIS log-in 
page or call 1-888-581-8834. Save your password for 

next year!

n Cross-reference employees may enroll online. Primary 
enrolls first.

n Click HERE for 2020 KEHP Benefit Selection Guide.

n Click HERE for step-by-step enrollment instructions.

n Click HERE to enroll!

n Print or save your enrollment confirmation.

n Open lab for assistance: 3:30 to 6 p.m. Tuesday,  
Oct. 22, at College View Middle School.

n Update: New wellness plan vendor for 2020! All 
Go365 points must be redeemed by Nov. 30, 2019. 

They will not roll over! See next page for details.

KEHP Benefits:
n Medical / Prescriptions

n Flexible Spending Account (FSA)

n Dental (Anthem) (Also available through the DCPS 
Cafeteria Plan)

n Vision (Anthem) (Also available through the DCPS
Cafeteria Plan)

Open Enrollment 2020 – It’s Here!

DCPS Cafeteria Plan Enrollment – Passive

n This is a passive enrollment; complete only if you are 

making changes.

n Recommended: Review your current elections.

n There are no changes to the 2020 Cafeteria Plan.

n Click HERE for 2020 Cafeteria Plan Benefit Guide.

n To make changes or review current elections, click 

HERE (follow instructions in Guide).

n To view your current elections or make changes online,

click HERE (follow instructions in Guide).

n To schedule a call center appointment, click HERE

(password: DCPS20).

n To schedule a one-on-one appointment, click HERE

(password: DCPS20).

DCPS Cafeteria Plan Benefits:

n Dental (also offered by the State – Anthem)

n Vision (also offered by the State – Anthem)

n Voluntary Life

n Free Basic Will Preparation

n Short-Term Disability

n Long-Term Disability

n Critical Illness

n Accident

n Cancer

n Universal Life / Long-Term Care

The 2020 Benefits Open Enrollment window is Oct. 14-25. There are two enrollments this year: 

State and DCPS. Read this information carefully to be aware of your required and optional responses.

Open Enrollment Must Be Completed by Friday, Oct. 25

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/PDFsforGV/2020%20Benefits%20Selection%20Guide.pdf?id=42856
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/PDFsforGV/KEHP%20Online%20Enrollment%20Instructions.pdf?id=42858
https://khris.ky.gov/irj/portal
https://cloud.3dissue.com/177052/177448/207045/DaviessCountyPublicSchools2020/index.html
https://trustmark.benselect.com/Enroll/Login.aspx?Path=dcps
https://dcpscallcenter.youcanbook.me/service/jsps/password.jsp?cal=23cea319-d06b-4c0e-a1a4-d0d7a17b6d34&ini=1569961307891&desired=%2Fservice%2Fjsps%2Fcal.jsp
https://dcps2020.youcanbook.me/service/jsps/password.jsp?cal=bd105da1-baac-42b9-9846-544620701c5e&ini=1569961247938&desired=%2Fservice%2Fjsps%2Fteams.jsp
https://trustmark.benselect.com/Enroll/Login.aspx?Path=dcps


CPR/First Aid Training

DCPS staff members who were unable to attend summer

sessions offering CPR and first aid training are invited to

register for one of four remaining sessions. These classes

will take place in the media center at Burns Elementary

School. Your investment of time could save the life of

someone you love!

5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17 – Click HERE

5 to 8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 4 – Click HERE

5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14 – Click HERE

5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 16 – Click HERE

For more information, contact Michelle Jones, RN, AE-C,

at michelle.jones@daviess.kyschools.us 

What Every Parent

Should Know
The Youth Service Centers of Burns, College View and

Daviess County middle schools are hosting an important

information session for parents, guardians and all adults

who work with and care about children and youth. 

The program is from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17,

at Burns Middle School and will include information and

discussion about three important topics:

n Dangers of Vaping (e-cigarettes, JUUL), including 
legal and health consequences

n Social Media Safety

n Emotional Challenges Teens Face

A free taco bar and desserts will be provided.

For more information, contact the YSC coordinators at

BMS, CVMS or DCMS.

Go365 transitioning

to StayWell
The Kentucky Employees’ Health Plan’s LivingWell 

Program is transitioning from Go365 to StayWell to 

provide well-being services in 2020. KEHP’s 

commitment to members’ well-being is not changing and

is only growing.

While change is never easy, here are some key points to

help you understand how you are impacted in the next

few months:

n Go365 participants must redeem their Go365 Bucks by
Nov. 30. Members will no longer have access to their

Go365 Bucks after that date and will not have access to

any of the Go365 account information after Dec. 31.

n Points and bucks will NOT carry over to StayWell.

n Members can continue to earn points for now, but those
points/bucks must be redeemed by Nov. 30.

n Go365 will not be available to assist members with
questions related to the LivingWell promise completion

after Dec. 31.

n Both health plan and waivers can participate in 
StayWell activities and earn incentives.

n LivingWell Promise and/or Biometric Screenings are
still required for health insurance discounts.

In 2020, the LivingWell program begins to broaden its

focus to include four key well-being components:

n Physical 

n Emotional

n Social 

n Financial 

Open Enrollment material will include more specific 

information on the transition to StayWell, as well as the

customer service number. Emails will be sent to members

from KEHP, Go365 and eventually StayWell.

Questions? Contact Debbie Foreman, DCPS employee

benefits coordinator, at 270-852-7000, ext. 243, or 

debbie.foreman@daviess.kyschools.us 

https://doodle.com/poll/xzkhrwhwfkhrdf3q
https://doodle.com/poll/6rs25qzarxvgy9wi
https://doodle.com/poll/a4w85srs7ynbw45x
https://doodle.com/poll/mttyz97zrq35did6


These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

Autumn is the most soothing of the seasons: The lush of

greens of springtime have given way to regal shades of

auburn, gold and crimson; the air is crispy and chill; the

swimsuits and warm-weather tops have been stored away

make room for cozy jackets and comfortable jeans.

The changing of the seasons provides an opportunity to

reflect and recognize the changes occurring in our own

lives. Embracing this time of year as a period of 

introspection and mindfulness can uplift the spirit and

prepare us for the winter months ahead. Click HERE to

learn how you can benefit from the best of what this 

season has to offer! 

Rise Up – Be the One!
Can You Help This Family?

The family of an Apollo High

School student needs a vacuum

cleaner! If you have a vacuum

in good working condition that

you are willing to donate, 

or if you would like to make a

financial donation toward the

purchase of this item, please

contact Heather McCarty, AHS

Youth Service Center coordinator, at 270-852-7111 or

heather.mccarty@daviess.kyschools.us

Thanks to Those Who

‘Rose Up’ to ‘Mop Up’

Kevin Lowe, principal at Meadow Lands Elementary

School, shares a word of thanks to those who “rose up” to

respond to flooding at his school on the last day of Fall

Break:

“When you receive a phone call that an entire wing of

your school is flooded at 9 a.m. on Sunday of Fall Break,

you know it’s going to be a long day. When I called Jason

Link, he was already on the way to do ‘whatever!’ I

wanted to say a huge ‘thank you’ to the MLES staff, 

Jason Link and his amazing crew of guys who came in on

Sunday to do what they could. I even found Sara Harley

stopping in to assess the mess, and she even helped to

mop and move water down the hall and out the door. I am

thankful for Leslie Peveler, who brought over some

squeegees and offered assistance. It’s always good to

know how supported I am, especially on days like this.

Blessed to work in DCPS!”

Send news about special

events and fundraisers 

sponsored by your school, club

or organization to

grapevine@dcps.org

Information may also be

posted on our district website

on the Digital Backpack page; click HERE to view.

Putting the ‘Fun’ in

Fundraisers

https://www.destressmonday.org/fall-refresh/?utm_source=Healthy+Monday&utm_campaign=0ea4593947-HM_10_7_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b96fa14bc8-0ea4593947-67492765
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack


We are celebrating our wonderful Food Services Team

this week as part of our DCPS staff recognition schedule.

Thank you to these amazing school nutrition specialists

for all you do to keep kids fueled up and ready to learn

every day! Click HERE to watch a special tribute video

and see our “lunch ladies” in action!

Butter Braid

Frozen Pastry Sale
The Burns Middle School dance team is selling Butter

Braid frozen pastry dough as their fall fundraiser. 

Buy now and be prepared for holiday entertaining or 

gift-giving with these delicious pastries! 

Cost is $14 for apple blueberry cream cheese, cherry, 

cinnamon, cream cheese or strawberry cream cheese 

pastries; Bavarian creme; caramel rolls; or four cheese

and herb premium savory pastry. 

Order deadline is Friday, Oct. 18, with delivery scheduled

for Nov. 5. Contact Melissa Reed at BMS to place your

order – melissa.reed@daviess.kyschools.us 

The Daviess County High School Speech Team is

sponsoring a Little Caesars Pizza Kit fundraiser. Orders

may be placed online or with any member of the team by

Friday, Nov. 1. Items for sale include specialty pizzas,

personal pizzas, Crazy Bread and Italian cheese bread

kits, as well as Cinnamon Loaded Crazy Bites and a new

apple crumble kit. Kits come with everything you need to

create quick, fresh and delicious meals and treats.

To order online, visit www.PizzaKit.com Click on

“Products” in the menu bar at the top of the page, then

select “Shop.” Choose whether to have order delivered to

DCHS or to have the order shipped to another address for

an additional fee.

The fundraiser group ID is 367935. Click on “Confirm

Fundraiser” under DCHS Speech Team. To view product

selection before ordering, click on the “view products”

link; click on “Shop” when you are ready to place your

order. Click on item(s) you wish to order, then the “Add

to Cart” button. Continue shopping to buy additional

items, or click on “Checkout” for secure online payment.

Customers may pick up their orders in Room 110 at

Daviess County High School at 2 p.m. Tuesday,

Nov. 12, or may make delivery arrangements with

members of the speech team.

“These fresh and delicious pizza products are a favorite

for families and people of all ages,” said speech team

advisor Karen Feldhaus. “With delivery right before

Thanksgiving, these items would be perfect for a quick

meal while that celebration. Pizza products, breadsticks

and cookies are also great to have on hand for family

meals during the busy holiday season, parties and

entertaining.” 

For information or to place an order directly with the

DCHS speech team, contact Karen Feldhaus at 

270-852-7300 or karen.feldhaus@daviess.kyschools.us 

Pizza! Pizza!

Fundraiser!

It’s National School

Lunch Week!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkaCUEizIRk&feature=youtu.be


Kids First / Rise Up Apparel Available
The DCPS Kids First apparel online store is open through Oct. 30 for orders to be delivered

in mid-November. The store features two designs with our district’s 2019-2020 theme of

“Rise Up / Be the One!” 

The store will also be open for orders on the following schedule this year:

Jan. 15-30 for delivery in mid-February March 13-15 for deliver in mid-April

Click HERE to view selection of short- and long-sleeved T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies and

accessories in a variety of colors, sizes and styles for men, women and children. For more 

information, contact Seth Daugherty at Central Screen Printing, 270-977-8393 or

sethD@centralscreenprinting.com 

Recognize a DCPS Star!  
The DCPS You’re a Star awards

will be presented throughout the

year. 

What is a Star? A Star is 

someone (students, staff, 

volunteers, parents) who goes

above and beyond their normal

responsibilities in serving others.

This can be during school or an

activity/program your school

sponsors, or that a child 

participates in. A Star is also

someone who not only puts 

Kids First but others as well. 

How can you nominate a Star? If you have seen a Star, visit www.dcps.org or

click HERE to submit a brief nomination form.

How is a Star chosen? Stories will be reviewed and a Star is chosen by a committee

of support and certified staff members based on criteria such as empathy, passion, 

relationships, team player, creativity, communication, growth, and any other qualities

you believe make your Star stand out. 

When a Star is chosen, the principal/supervisor will be notified. DCPS video 

communications specialist Dylan Hammons will make arrangements to videotape a

short testimonial regarding the Star. A special “You’re a Star’ shirt will be presented

to the honoree and the video will be shared with employees and all DCPS social

media sites. 

The “You’re a Star” Award is a very competitive process and only a few will be 

selected each year. Nominees who are not selected as Stars will receive a 

personalized congratulatory letter and medallion at the end of the year.

The Stars We Look Up To Reflect What’s Within Us.
We are looking forward to receiving your Star nominations! If you have questions,

please contact Dana Boarman at the DCPS Central Office – 270-852-7000 or

dana.boarman@daviess.kyschools.us 

The Grapevine is

YOUR Newsletter!

Submit news, photos

and information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Deadline is Friday for

information 

published the 

following week.

General schedule of

monthly features:

Week 1 –

Teaching and Learning

Week 2 –

Business and 

Operations

Week 3 – 

Staff milestones,

DC-bay!

Week 4 – School news

https://kidsfirststaff.com/dcps/shop/home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUhxwh-iHO8glz-ggEz69uYkIwEblr_nrzIUWmpNyD_TidQw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


DCPS Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by

David Shutt, DCPS director of

facilities and plant operations. 

His staff remains committed to

ensuring safe, comfortable and

attractive environments for 

teaching and learning.

Athletic Field Renovations
Apollo High School

The home side stands are 

complete and the press box has

been installed. Brick work is

complete on both the entry and locker buildings. Paving

on the track is complete. Work taking place now includes

installation of the rubber surface on the track, as well as

roof installation on the entry and locker buildings. Paving

on the new parking lot by the tennis court started during

Fall Break. All parties are pushing to have the stadium

completed by the last home game scheduled for Oct. 25.

AHS Renovations
The schematic design has been approved by the DCPS

Board of Education and the Kentucky Department of 

Education. RBS Design has begun work on the design 

development phase of the project.

New Middle School
This schematic design for this project has also been 

approved by both the DCPS Board of Education and

KDE.

Design development of the new school is underway.

BMS Stadium Lighting
Work has begun on installation of the new stadium lights

and should be completed by mid-November.

LED Lighting
The LED lighting conversion took place at Heritage Park

High School over Fall Break.

David Shutt

Nathan Kirby (left) and Toby Koller make door keys for

Apollo High School. Good service is the “key” to success

for our DCPS Maintenance Department! 

Preston Lindsey, above, and Josh DeGraw, left, paint

pink lines on the Daviess County Middle School football

field prior to the school’s final game of the season on 

Oct. 2. DCMS hosted BMS for their “Pink Out” game, 

supporting breast cancer awareness.

The new Eagle Stadium at Apollo High School is nearing

completion! Everyone involved in this project is doing

their best to ensure the field is ready for the final home

game of the season on Friday, Oct. 25. 



Leaders Raising Up

Future Leaders

Daviess County Public Schools district leaders helped to

facilitate the 26th annual Teen Leadership Conference at

Mount St. Joseph Conference Center on Oct. 2-3. The

event was attended by students from Apollo and Daviess

County high schools, as well as nine other regional high

schools, who came together to learn about drug and 

alcohol prevention strategies that they could take back to

their schools and communities. DCPS leaders who made

this event possible include DCHS Youth Service Center

coordinator Megan Nicodemus; DCHS School Resource

Officer, Deputy Paul Mattingly; AHS YCS coordinator

Heather McCarty; and DCPS student assistance 

coordinator Lura McElhearn.

The Foundation for DCPS has been busy funding needs

within DCPS schools!

Check out this VIDEO that was

created for the Foundation’s recent

Battle of the Backpacks fundraiser.

This summer, the Foundation 

provided $12,000 in funding to 

replace technology on Exploration

Station, including:

n A new 31-piece classroom
Google Expeditions set to be used

on Exploration Station or checked

out through DCPS IT

n New iPads and other technology to make Exploration
Station a more valuable asset for use during the school

year and during the summer to help reduce Summer Slide

n Emergency funding of $2,500 for Camp Curiosity
(check out those smiles in the photo below!)

So far during the 2019-20 school year, we have given:

n $900 in Attendance Incentives for the entire district

n $1,280 to pay for freshmen and sophomore students to
take the ACT as qualifier for dual credit, early college and

Community Campus. Currently, students do not qualify

for ACT waivers until they are juniors.

We welcome your support as we support the teachers and

students of Daviess County Public Schools! 

Vicki Quisenberry, executive director

270-231-5583  vickiq@FoundationForDCPS.org

www.foundationfordcps.org

Vicki Quisenberry

Is Your School Doing Something

New, Exciting, Interesting?

Let Us Know!
Send photos and information to

grapevine@dcps.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fw9vt8zoGgcxyzzarjgNes07sktWj9Aw/view


Amanda Jerome, who serves as college and career readiness 

coordinator for the Daviess County Public Schools district, is one of

two local educators selected to participate in a

panel discussion at the National Alliance of

Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships 

conference, scheduled from Oct. 13-16 in Salt

Lake City. The audience will include high

school guidance counselors, college and career

readiness coaches and coordinators, high

school administrators, and dual-credit 

personnel and administrators from colleges

across the nation.

Amanda joined Meredith Skaggs, associate

professor of communications and concurrent

enrollment and NACEP coordinator for

Owensboro Community and Technical College, as part of a panel 

discussion on “Key Strategies for Successful Partnerships.”

Amanda, Meredith and representatives from Texas and Maryland will

highlight their respective dual credit partnerships and discuss the 

positive attributes and successes of their programs.

“The goal of our presentation is to give national attention to our 

thriving partnership by highlighting what we do each day to benefit

the students we serve,” Amanda said. “It is an honor to be asked to

present about our program on the national level and to display our 

opportunities to other high schools and colleges across the country.

The relationship between secondary and post-secondary organizations

are the foundation of dual credit partnerships and, like any 

relationship, will naturally evolve over time.”

Amanda and Meredith will share key strategies used to create an 

effective partnership and how DCPS and OCTC have continued to

expand programs and improve access and equity in dual enrollment.

“This session will provide an overview of the incremental steps that

allow dual enrollment partnerships to move mountains for student

success in college,” Amanda said. “DCPS and OCTC have a thriving,

long-standing dual credit partnership, which continues to grow each

year. We want to encourage other schools to build their dual credit

programs and give them suggestions and strategies for doing so.”

Amanda said the most exciting – and important – aspect of a dual

credit program is its benefits for students. “Students benefit from our

partnership by participating in dual credit classes on campus at

OCTC, with concurrent enrollment college classes in our high school

buildings,” she said. “In addition, more than 110 students are 

pursuing their associate’s degrees through our thriving Early College

program.”

Other local education professionals who will attend the national 

conference are DCPS college and career readiness coaches Kelly

Spaw and Trey Pippin; Stacy Edds Ellis, OCTC dean of academic 

affairs; and Nikki Wimpelberg, OCTC early college coordinator.

DCPS in the Spotlight

Amanda Jerome

National Board

Chat Room
DCPS teachers: Do you have questions 

about National Board certification? Ask a

Kentucky NBCT!

Stop by our Zoom Room between 7 and 8

p.m. Tuesday evenings to connect with a

Kentucky educator who can provide advice

and insights about the NBCT process.

Copy and paste this link into your browser to

join the conversation!

https://zoom.us/j/231858793#NBCTStrong

Happy

Bosses’ Day!
(We Call It Leadership Day!)

Thank you to all of our leaders who Rise Up

every day to provide strength and guidance

for DCPS! You define what “Kids First” is

all about! Please enjoy this tribute VIDEO

with a special message from a special leader,

Superintendent Matt Robbins. 

TRUE

LEADERS
don’t create

FOLLOWERS ...

THEY CREATE

MORE

LEADERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nK0AoerekiE&feature=youtu.be



